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What are Nature-based Solutions?
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ÅNature-based Solutions (NbS) ςάŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
protect, sustainably manage, and restore 
natural or modified ecosystems, that 
address societal challenges effectively and 
adaptively, simultaneously providing human 
well-being and biodiversity benefits."
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From IUCN. 2016. 
Nature Based 
Solutions to 
Address Societal 
Challenges.



Societal challenges include:
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ÅWater Security

ÅFood Security

ÅHuman Health

ÅDisaster Risk

ÅClimate Change



Water Security
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ÅWatershed restoration

ÅWetland and floodplain enhancement

ÅGreen infrastructure

NPS Arlington County



Food Security
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ÅProtecting wild genetic resources

ÅSubsistence resource management

ÅFood Forests

ÅIrrigation

ÅPollinators

AkosKokaiUSFWS



Human Health
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Vegetation, parks, waterways,   
and canopy cover provide:

ÅHeat regulation

ÅOutdoor recreation

ÅQuality of life/well-being

ÅNoise abatement

ÅMedicines and pharmaceuticals 

Alan Walker



Disaster Risk
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ÅMangroves and other 
coastal vegetation as storm 
surge protection

ÅMature forests reduce 
wildfire risk

ÅWetlands, meadows, and 
riparian areas reduce flood 
risk

Matt Johnson, NPS

Royal Broil



Climate Change
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ÅMature forests store carbon

ÅCarbon sequestration in 
soils

Nickpdx

NRCS


